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THEY LIKED AMSTERDAM! H

XIV Congress a sell-out success. I

SAFEX International’'s XIV Congress was held at Aendam gﬂ
~ between the 29th May and the 1st June 2002. Témses proved H
. a great success and a great attraction to all SAFEKDbers. A é’ﬂ
record attendance of 120 delegates and 50 parsnepassed thegﬂ
previous best attendance, which was at Dublin B919 s

]
& | This clearly shows the explosives industry’s ineeeemmitment =
to safety in every aspect of the manufacture, ggraansport and

'l use of explosives. lItis clear that this committrisrshared in the !

brotherhood of explosives throughout the world witblegates J
= arriving from as far away as Japan, China (albefatedly), South -
i Lo iewae e ws Korea, Australia, and from all the main Continesftshe World. =
. The attraction to the ladies was clear, with popuisits to the windmills of Holland, canal:
. cruises and visits to Amsterdam’s famous museufie highlight of the social programm |
. was the Gala Dinner held at the Maritime Museum tnisl was preceded by Cocktails o

. the replica of an 18th Century sailing ship, th&O® Amsterdam”. ]
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The Diamond Cocktail

One of the clever devices used by £he
organisers in demonstrating the Dutch siill
in diamond polishing was a “Diamogt
Cocktail”. This was an occasion when 4ll
members present were offered a cocRall
with a small stone at the bottom of the glaks.
Of all the stones offered, only four wete
genuine diamonds, the rest were zirconigim
imitations.  Verification of the four re
diamonds was given by one of the ex;
diamond cutters of Amsterdam.
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Martin Held, one of the happy diamond winners, with
his wife Dagmar.
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XIV CONGRESS

At the Dublin Congress three years ago, for thet fiime, the Governing Committee of SAF

=X

International decided to run three workshops camcily so that smaller groups could particigate

proactively in the discussions and lecture proces3@ese workshops followed the main themes disclis

in plenary session at the Congress.

The themes were:

1 Inherent Safety Chairman: J E (Boet) Coetzee
2 Human Behaviour Chairman: Stephen Connelly
3 Explosives Waste Chairman: Jose Ayensa

By breaking the delegates into smaller groups atgrdevel of reactive participation by audiences
achieved and it is generally considered that thikslmp approach helps the Congress considerably.
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The report back to plenary sessions of the workshepmade the following day by the facilitatgrs/

chairmen, and the second day of the Congresses tai fully in plenary session with accident report

On the occasion of the XIV Congress, SAFEX wasesmély fortunate to obtain first class contributi
from Ed de Jong of TNO on the Enschede accidentfaomd Bernard Hueber of SNPE (NEF) on

DNS
the

Toulouse accident. Both of these accidents hadentegor impact on the explosives industry in Eunope

(and probably in the rest of the world) and it vexéremely helpful to have first hand reporting bédg

events.

Jane Davies, “The Organiser” of the
XIV Congress at her registration desk

Pre—Congress Training Session

Another of the novel ideas being explored by thd=EX Governing Committee is the introduction
training sessions. The first ever training sessias held immediately prior to the XIV Congressts
Novotel in Amsterdam. On this occasion the traingession was on “Accident Investigation” and
consultants used were The Kelvin Consultants, wdneha special programme on accident investig
called the “TOP SET".

Again, in order to make the process as interacs/possible, Kelvin Consultants insisted that tinaler

of

the
ation

of places at the training session was limited tomore than 30 to allow a good instructor/pypil

relationship.

This is a “cost free” service supplied by SAFEXsm far as the consultants and tutors were chax
SAFEX, although attendees were obliged to pay their travel and hotel expenses.

This event was a great success with the maximumbatsnof attendees being easily achieved,
consideration is being given by the Governing Cottemiwith regard to future training sessions.

Suggestions for themes are welcomed from membeB&BEX.
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Organisational Changes in SAFEX International

F M Murray Boet Coetzee
Retiring Sec. General Chairman Designate

Mr Frank Murray, currently the Secretary GeneralS#FEX International announced that|he
would be retiring from that position at the endd&cember 2002 after over forty years in the ¢ivil
explosives industry. The Governing Committee oF&X International have announced that|Mr
Bernard Hueber, previously CEO of Nobel Explosifarfee (an SNPE subsidiary) will take oyer
as Secretary General on the 1st January 2003. aBeHueber was also previously Chairman of
SAFEX International and consequently the Govern@gmmittee appointed Mr J E (Bogt)
Coetzee to take over as Chairman of SAFEX fronstme date.

Thus, the Secretary General’s office will be movirgm Scotland to Paris at the end of this year
and Bernard’s contact details will be circulatediue course.

Bernard Hueber
Secretary General Designate

SAFEX and Modern Technology.

In the past, SAFEX had a hard copy database sisdgeception in 1955. Howevdr,
as a result of the wonders of modern computer t@olyy, all of the accident repofts

recorded in SAFEX’s database have now been trassf@mto CDs and these w¢re
issued to all members attending the XIV Congressnisterdam. In addition, a nqw

database with accident reports from 1999 to thegorietime was issued to members
and this will be updated annually. Thus, with omlyo CDs, the whole of t
SAFEX accident database can be retained by anymamber with instant accegs
and without reference to the Secretary General.

The publication of the Proceedings will take plaa® normal this year but, |n
addition, a CD recording the proceedings will baikable on request.




SAFEX INTERNATIONAL — THE FUTURE

At every SAFEX International Congress nowadays astannaire is issued to 4ll
members asking for their views on the future orgation, content and structure |of
SAFEX International and its Congresses.

Most people are happy with a 1% - 2 day confergdattbough there are always soe
who wish that the workshops could run consecutivatiier than concurrently), but thre
seems to be a general feeling that a Congress 8vgegars is hardly often enough. [or
that reason, the Governing Committee is givingsaeration to holding these eventg at
more frequent intervals. In addition, it is fdiat SAFEX must strive to escape from|its
European origins and be truly international. Fattreason, one of the venues suggdsted
for the next Congress is the United States of Acaeand, although no decision hag at
this time been made, the proposal being examindbaisNovember 2004 in Orlando,
Florida may well be the time and location of the Kdngress of SAFEX International.

This has still to be confirmed by the Governing Qaittee — watch this space!

The Scot and the Scandinavians

SAFEX International
McGowan House, Lundholm Road, Stevenston, AyrsBaetland KA20 3LJ
Tel: 00 44 (0) 1294 487287 Fax: 00 44 (0) 1294 #658Bmail: FMMFEEM@aol.com
www.safexinternational.com

Secretary General: Frank M Murray



